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INTROD Og I ON. 


H E office of poetry is to preſent different objects 
to the imagination; therefore it is divided into dif- 
ferent ſpecies, which excite in us a variety of ſenſations 
and paſſions. As that part of it which we call ſatyrical, 
treats of the characters, ſentiments, and affections of liv 
ing objects, and ftrives, either by poignant expreſſions or 
ludicrous colouring, to diſſipate ſuch ridiculous cuſtoms, 
taſtes, and manners as are predominant in different ages, 
and countries; ſo that part of it which we call deſcriptive, 
conveys to us a perception of the various combinations or 
forms that are Oye: in the material univerſe. 
The reader will n ine whether che following lde 
poem may be called de ſeriptive ; I ſhall content myſelf 


with informing him that it is founded on. the following 
5 domeſtic fact. 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 


I The perſon ie by the fictitious name of 
Henry, was the ſon of a nobleman in Devonſhire, who 


being upon a viſit in a neighbouring village, was intro- 
duced to the daughter of an opulent farmer. A re- 
'*. dprocal affection was the teſult of repeated interviews; 
and they lived ſome little time amidſt all the genuine 
tranſport of diſintereſted paſſion. At length Henry de- 
termined to give his hand in marriage to the beautiful 
Laura. This determination ſoon reached his father's ear, 
Who, enraged at ſuch a deſign, with a view to diſſipate 
his paſſion, determined to fend him to ett in che ſervice 


of? his county. | : 


TY is neceſſary here to obſerve, that Henry had not yet 
1 dedhred his rank to his intended father-in-law ; but had 
paſſed for a grazier in Cornwall, and to ſtrengthen his 
ſcheme had always appeared in a ruſtic habit during his 
viſits. His father's affiduity ſoon diſcovered this ſtrata- 
"gem, and immediately put a ſcheme into execution of 
Feriding him on board, without giving him an opportunity 
to know who was the inſtrument of it. Accordingly, for 
this Parpoſe, he procured a band of ruffians, who, diſ- 
guiſed in ſeamen's habits, ſurpriſed our adventurous lover 


; in n his "Ig to viſit his beloved miſtreſs: careleſs of his 
remon- 
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remonſtrances, they immediately forced him away, and 
& lodged him on board ſome ſhip of war in the fleet, then 
W lying in Plymouth Sound; and it was ſoon after the defeat 
= of Monſieur Conflans, off Quiberon Bay, that the letters 
WW which gave riſe to the following poem were written. 


In the different characters that compoſe this little piece, 
have endeavoured to paint Nature; how far the execu- 
tion is adequate to the deſign, the candid critic will de- 
termine ; whom I muſt beg leave to refer to the following 


lines of Horace: 


Verum ubi plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 


Offendor maculis — — — 
| Hor. 
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TILL roar, ye winds, ye dreadful ſtorms, ariſe, -» 
Ye white waves, {till in wild confuſion flow; 


| Still ye rough billows, laſh the fable ſkies, 
Whilſt HE NR breathes a hiſtory of woe! 


Let ah !—for Lavxa the dire tale he tells, 
3F Then ftop thy rage, nor let the ſurges roll; 
4 | Ceaſe, ye rude tempeſts, all the calm ſea ſwells, 


Fair as her form, unruffled as her foul | 


— — 
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Thy Henzy lives !—methinks at that ſtrange tale 
Thy boſom heaves with an uncertain ſigh, 
Thy lovely cheek" betrays a crimſon veil, 
And tears of tranſport tremble in thine eye ! 
Methinks I hear my lovely maid reply, 3 
« Alas! muſt doubt ſtill more terrific grow ? 


“Tell me, O! quickly tell me ere J die, 
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« Ye heav'nly powers, where dwells my HENRY now ? 
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66 Since theſe poor eyes beheld the charmer laſt, 


„ 
A 
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« Four cruel moons have ſhed their ſilver beams; 


is « For Laura lives on pleaſures that are paſt, = 
|  _ 


« And kiſſes Hzenav only in her dreams. 


CES 


4 O fay, is he fell juſt, and kind, and good ; 
Does his range abſence cauſe unuſual ſighs ; 


Can love's foft pangs create a briny flood, 


“Like that which ever flows in Laura's eyes? 
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« Ah no !—the bliſsful thought is void, and vain ! 
Come quickly, death, and give thy welcome reſt; 
&« For love his trueſt votary has ſlain! 


« Another LAURA lives in HE NRVY'S breaſt !” 


Ceaſe thy ſoft plaint, and look for mightier woe: 
By all the Gods, thou beauteous maid, I ſwear, 
No fairer rivals has my Laura now, 


Than pale-ey'd grief, and comfortleſs deſpair. 


L * Thou know'ſt, my lovely maid, ah hapleſs day | 
4 When thy laſt note did theſe dear ſtanza's pour, 
1 * On wings of love, my Hx NR, haſte away, 
(. At eve thy Laura ſeeks the ſilent bower. 


“There, whilſt we range midſt all the bliſs of love, 
«© The conſcious flow'rs will ſtill new charms diſplay ; 

“For thee I've lately prun d the jeſſ mine grove; 8 
„On wings of love, my Hz NRY, haſte away. 
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„Thy faw'rite lilies now diſcloſe freſh charms, 
% The doves have left their neſt, and ſought the ſpray ; 
“Come, lovely youth, and bleſs theſe longing arms; 


On wings of love, my HENRY, haſte away.” 


With tranſport I beheld the welcome prize ; 
How oft I read the love-fraught hiſt ry o'er | 

How ſoon, equipp'd within my new diſguiſe, 
I fled a peaſant towards the heav'nly bower | 


With haſte I fled !—Ah 1 mark the cruel tale 
That gives thy unavailing ſorrows birth; 

A favage troop beſet me in the vale, 
And cauſeleſs fell'd me to the bounding earth! 


On that green turf where laſt we careleſs play'd, 

Beneath the covert of our fav'rite oak, 
Ev'n there, ſweet maid! thy wounded lover laid, 
A new-fall'n victim from th' oppreſſive ſtroke | 


[ req 


The little ſtream that gently murmur'd by, 


| Ofer which my Lavuza-oft had ſmiling ſtood, 
Shew'd each cloſe object in a Tyrian dye, 
And prov'd a channel for her Hznzy's blood 
The crimſon plant that once ſo ſweetly ſpread 
It's bluſhing beauties o'er the rivulet's ſide, 
| Ah wretched omen! hung its tender head, 
The dewy tear of ev ning dropt—and dy d 
4 | I call'd on all the pow'rs of Heav'n in vain ; 
n vain the murd'rers' pity I implor d; 
4 N Irres talk d of juſtice, in no vulgar ſtrain, 
And ſwore the peaſant's garb conceal'd a Lord. 
| 4 quickly ran my am'rous hiſt ry % 3 


= Deſcrib'd my journey to the neighb ri ring grove, 
A | That cruel guardians urg d their hated pow r, 


Which made me fly diſguis d to meet my love. 
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No tear of pity grac d the ruffians eye; 


Alas 1 my labour d narrative was vain ; 
Lo! as a wretch for murder doom'd to die, 


They ſeiz d, and dragg d me croſs th' adjoining plain. 


Three radiant ſuns thro yon blue vault had fled, 
Ere yet I gueſs d at my too cruel doom; 
Soon as the fourth had left his wat'ry bed, 

They lodg'd me in a Tender's horrid gloom ! 


Infernal cell ! within thy diſmal ſhade * 

Stern miſery ſtill more terrific grew ; | pt 9 

Where never wand ring ray of day- light ſtray d, ; 
I baſely herded with the vulgar crew. 


Here dire deſpair, and raging madneſs reign'd ; 
Here ling ring ſickneſs fed her cank ring worm; 
Keen agony his mighty ſinews ftrain'd, 
And death ſtalk d wild in ev ry horrid form | 


6 


— 


[ us 3 
One wretch would echo loud his fruitleſs plaint; 
Another ſu'd for Heav'n's peculiar care; 


A third would deal a curſe to ev'ry faint, 
Till ev ry oath kept time with ev'ry prayer. 


Yet. muſt the tale offend my Laura's ear, 
The lengthen'd ſtory would freſh pangs create: 
Enough, ſweet maid, I fix its period here. 


Now mark the remnant of thy HENRV's fate ! 


Nine genial days their radiant courſe had run, 


Ere yet a gentle ray of comfort flow'd : 


With joy I view'd the tenth deſcending, ſun, 


When fate releas'd me from my drear abode. 


5 1 © =) 4 ; 

= | 7 F ; 2 

x Slowly I climb d the lofty veſſel's ſide, 
WM | 


Whilſt Love and Glory held a doubtful pauſe ; 
Then—* guard my LAukA, pitying Heay'n,” 1 cry d, 
For lo! Ill periſh in my country's cauſe !” 
| Within 
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Within my furious breaſt what conflicts ſtrove ! 
Firſt cruel Love would yield to tyrant War; 
Then tyrant War would yield to cruel Love ; 


And this inexorable oath I ſware: 


cc By all the powers in yon cœrulean ſky, 


+ For Liberty, dear Liberty, I'll ſtrive; 


* For Albion, dearer Albion, will I die; 


% For LAURA, deareſt Laura, would J live!” 


Fair roſe the winds, the face of ocean ſmil'd, 
The ſwelling fails their ſnowy breaſts expand; 

With Joyful glee the ſun-burnt heroes toil'd, 
And ſoon the gallant veſſel left the land 


Forth to the crouded beach a virgin-band 
Repair d, to take the laſt fad parting view; 

Each held a ſilken ſignal in her hand, | 

Then dropp'd a tear, and wav d a fond adieu. 


Tt 
Wo | here an aged father trembling ſtood, 


= Who for an only ſon preferr d his pray'rs, 
| hen wildly gaz d upon the diſtant flood, 
eat his old breaſt, and ſhook his ſilver hairs l 


Ko friend had I to urge the mutual flame; 
No brother pity d, and no ſiſter ſigh d; 
No guardian angel, for no LAuRA came: a 


And thus in lad. ſoliloquy I cry d: 


How vain are joys within the human reach! 
= < Show me the man that floats on Fortune's wave 3 
Lo! one ſhort ſun may view th exulting wretch 


7 . A morning monarch, and an evening ſlave !. 


Was 1 not bleſt with wealth and fair renown | 

4% Each earthly bliſs, alas! to: me was given; 
e n thee, ſweet maid ! I dard to call my own, 
1 EM 1 richeſt gift | beneath yon arch of Heaven! 
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« What are the dangers of a raging ſea ? 

« Fate can no more than take this vital breath ; 
% Ah! Lava, ev'n a thought of loſing thee 

c Is worſe than ſtruggling in the arms of death! 


Tho far — far abſent from thy blooming charms, 
«« Thy beauty yet ſhall {well my future themes ; 

In thought each day I'll claſp thee in my arms, 
Each fable night I'll ſeek thee in my dreams. 


&« Whilſt war prevails, and dreadful ſtorms ariſe, 
4 And bleeding wretches glut the troubled ſea; 


„ Ey'n then—when death appears before my eyes, 


« My ev'ry thought, my love, ſhall fly to thee. 


6 Should ſuch a wretched hour my lateſt prove, 


« Theſe the laſt words with parting breath Il cry; 


« O fave my Lava, Heav'n! O fave my love l 
«© Then meet my angry fate, and freely die. 
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Vet grant, ye Gods, the only boon I crave, 


«© Tho' ſtorms ariſe and mountain billows roar, 
Alas! in pity ſend ſome calmer wave 


Jo float me breathleſs to my native ſhore. 


4 Then — when my wand'ring Laura next ſhall flee 

1 To the green margin of the riſing flood ; * 
"8 It then my lovely maid ſhould chance to ſee 

9 « My pale corpſe n o'er with clotted blood; 


Wich flowing hair ſhe'll wipe the ſtains away, 


And when the laſt fad parting kiſs is given, 
Adieu! the lovely fair will fault ring ſay, 


Lol ere to-morrow's ſun we'll kiſs in heaven!” 


IV hilt thus I painted wild the future ſcene, 
L“ l our ſwift veſſel from the ſhore had fled, 


Nund not. a diſtant glimpſe of land was ſeen, 


Save the blue top of ſome huge mountain's head! 
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How ſoon, alas my coward- fears withdrew | FR 
I took another lover to my arms; 

J join'd the honeſt fury of the crew, 
And Lavza's yielded to BELLONA's charms! 


Yet—oh ! forgive me, thou delightful maid! 
Nor try thy lover by too partial laws; 

When thou haſt ſcen this noble tale diſplay d, 
Let nature plead, and glory judge the cauſe. 


Ere yet o our — — 7 it's full courſe had run, 
* Three ſnow- white ſignals ſporting in the air, 


And. the deep thunder of a diſtant gun, þ 
Proclaim' d our long erpected rivals near. 


4111. 


* Three 3 ena The Ggnal for an enemy 8 beet is made wh 


| looſing the three * fails and q firing a gun to leeward. 
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9 Lur'd by his pleaſing tale, the neighb'ring throng 


Novy nearer ſtill the wit ſquadrons drew, 


From either fide inceſſantly were pour d 


* 


Now, ſwiftly bounding o'er each checquer d ſhroud, 
The gallant youths in gath'ring ſwarms appear; 
Soon the glad tidings are confirm d aloud, 


Inceſſant rumours ring in every ear 


Thus if ſome wand' ring bee, the woods amon 2.4 


Near ſpring's firſt op'ning bloſſom chance to ftray, 


Cling to each bud, and hang on every ſpray. 


Loud ſhouts burſt out, and bitter ſtrains flew round; 
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Strait the dire cannon ſent a horrid found 1 


With gath' ring force ſucceſſive vollies roar'd, 


The doubling thunder in freſh fury broke „ 


Thick ſtreams of * and clouds of ales 6 1 


Here, 
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Here, as a mighty veſſel dauntleſs crouds, 
To brave the fury of the thickeſt war, 


A dreadful burſt aſſaults the ecchoing clouds, 
And hurls her ſhiv'ring atoms into air! 


Forth from her bowels iſſue floods of fire, 
That curl, and hiſs, and ſparkle as they riſe ; 
Whilſt ſtruggling heroes in the flames expire, 
Aſcend in ſwarms, and darken all the ikes.!! 


Her tation long ſome gallant ſhip ſupply d, 
And dealing death around, unſhaken ſtoodz. 
Till a huge volley pierc'd her op ning ſide, 

And ſoon ſhe ſunk beneath the crimſon flood! 


. Swift fly the ſtartled crew from inſtant death, 
1. i Some frighted wretch aſcends. the faithleſs prow,, 
One on the higheſt truck. reſigns his breath, 
: 5 Another breathes a ſhorter pray'r below ! 


* * 


1 23 1] 
Full many a ghaſtly group unheeded fell, 


And breathleſs floated on the purple wave; 
The deep- ton d cannon toll d their diſmal knell, 
The parting billow form'd their wat ry grave | 


The white-rob'd virgins on the neighb'ring ſtrand, 
= Where tides impetuous with fury drive, 
n ſolemn ſadneſs form a mournful band, 


And trequent view ſome kindred corpſe arrive. : 


9 Here, on her fav rite hero, fate has ſlain, 

ö Y Wen fainting maiden ſoon reſigns her breath; 
4 She gazes wild] y on the much-lov'd ſwain, 
7 Breathes her laſt ſigh, and daſps him cloſe i in death! 


1 Forth to a headleſs trunk two mourners run, 
The fatal object is by each deplor d; 

J One fondly daſps i it for her darling ſon, 

W The other quickly owns it for her lord! 
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Yer ah 1—why: ſtarts 1 my ever-blooniing: maid?” 
Mlethinks J ſee thy lovely eyes oerflow— 


T ry beauteous cheeks with crimſon are O ſpread; „* 
Thy boſom heaves with ſympathetic Mog l 2 24 


Enough m beauteous fair thy tears prevail, 


* 
4 — = 0 24 . * 


Here breaks the thread of my unhappy tale 10 - 


The dire deſcription now I urge. no more, 5 1255 
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Some future hour ſhall yet with pleaſure 2 
When olive-peace ſucceeds to war's | = 
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